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Synopsis

What? You don’t know what a Burgess is? -- You can’t outline the Monroe Doctrine? -- Recall the
14th Amendment? -- Explain the difference between a sputnik and a beatnik? Then you need The
Cartoon History of the United Statesto fill those gaps. From the first English colonies to the Gulf War

and the S&L debacle, Larry Gonick spells it all out from his unique cartoon perspective.
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Customer Reviews

I’'m reading this book for what must be the fourth or fifth time now. | picked it up as an undergrad, to
refresh my memory of the History I'd learned in High School - now I'm in grad school for Literature
and it’s still a useful tool since | rarely have time to read anything more focused or comprehensive.
Quite simply it's a sort of mnemonic device - much better than having a set of history notecards and
much more fun. Ignore the reviewer who said it's anti-Republican biased - it most certainly is not.
Kennedy is drawn with a more foolish grin than Eisenhower (whom | actually think looks regal) and
LBJ’s caricature is certainly not flattering. The book’s tongue-in-cheek political slant is apolitical -
almost anti-politcal. It pokes fun at everything and everyone because Gonick has read the
unpalatable (and biased) history books we were all forcefed in High School and offers his graphic
history as an antidote to them. Recommended for busy readers and Trivial Pursuit players of all

ages.

Is Gonick biased? Yes, every historian, actually every person on the planet has an opinion and that



is called bias. Gonick is at least honest and makes it clear how he feels about things and that is a
strength. To one who is solid in American History this book is a light look at one person’s
perspective on history without all the pretention of ivory tower academia. For a child or young
student it is a good strategy to get him/her interested in American History, You can give them a

more balanced view of History later, right now have fun and get them interested or they’ll be idiots.

Overtly sensitive Republicans might hate this book, but it is a good historical perspective on the
contradictory entity that is the United States. It is also a great book to read in light of the
Impeachment trials since it discusses the Andrew Johnson impeachment, the Nixon resignation
(whose abuse of power was so pronounced that he was a military advisor away from being one of
those third world dictators.) as well as the idiocy of the Senate throughout history. There is criticism
of bias, however this is the same bias that Gronick shows throughout Cartoon History of the
Universe without criticism (not many fans of Alexander the Great or Julius Ceasar around these
days, although the Jesus cartoons from that book should annoy almost any Christian). My main
problem is that the artwork is too sketchy. It seems like it was hastily scribbled, and the quality of the

storytelling isn’t as pronounced as in his other books.

While very good | felt that this book wasn’t on the same level as Gonick’s History of the Universe.
Everything about this book seemed a bit rushed from the writing to the art. It’s still very much worth

buying but | can’t recommend it as much as | would his History of the Universe.

This is the kind of book to read if you really hate history but need to know it for school or something.
It makes history fun, not just boring names and dates. | read it late at night, which displeased my
family because | laughed so hard | woke them all up. | bought another copy of this book as a gift to
my college history professor. He read it and commented, "It was very well-researched. | bet writing

the cartoons was the easy part."

Gonick as usual is a riot and | don’t fault him for his bias. He puts it out there the way he sees
it...any other way wouldn’t be as funny. This is part fact, part satire. | still highly recommend this
book to adults or teens who have a solid foundation in US History and have already formed an
opinion on our leaders. Even if you don’t agree, it’s still funny.l agree with the prior reviewer who
recommended Hakim’s "History of US’ for the kids. | know of two little girls (ages 8 and 9)who are

reading through these in their spare time FOR FUN!



The Cartoon History of the United States is well written and interesting. However, it was a decided
disappointment in comparison to his Cartoon History of the Universe comics or his strips in Discover
magazine. If all you’re looking for is a populist slanted history of the United States, read Zinn'’s or
some other more comprehensive work. If your looking for lots of high quality cartooning, go for a
different Gonick book. The art here is less detailed and doesn’t carry a substory as much as other
works. However, if you're just looking for easy to swallow history, by all means get this book--it's

only bad by contrast.

| bought this book at the recommendation and insistence of one of my U.S. History students. He
refused to read the standard text and would use this book when studying for a test. He's an A
student, and | enjoy listening to his suggestions. Cartoon History of the U.S. is a good supplement
to any public high school education. It gives students a chance to be kids while learning, and that is
a good thing. It is far too sparse to be anything more than a supplement, however, and while the
facts are facts, the book doesn’t seem to take some of the subject matter as seriously as it
deserves.

Download to continue reading...

Cartoon History of the United States (Cartoon Guide Series) A Guide Book of United States Coins
2017: The Official Red Book, Hardcover Spiralbound Edition (Guide Book of United States Coins
(Cloth Spiral)) National Geographic Guide to National Parks of the United States, 8th Edition
(National Geographic Guide to the National Parks of the United States) ANA Grading Standards for
United States Coins: American Numismati Association (Official American Numismatic Association
Grading Standards for United States Coins) Standard Catalog of United States Paper (Standard
Catalog of United States Paper Money, 14th ed. ed By Robert F. Lemke) The Cartoon History of the
Universe IlI: From the Rise of Arabia to the Renaissance (Cartoon History of the Modern World) The
Cartoon Guide to Calculus (Cartoon Guide Series) The United States Cookbook: Fabulous Foods
and Fascinating Facts From All 50 States Advance And Retreat: Personal Experiences In The
United States And Confederate States Armies A Railroad Atlas of the United States in 1946:
Volume 1: The Mid-Atlantic States (Creating the North American Landscape) Cartoon Faces: How
to Draw Heads, Features & Expressions (Cartoon Academy) A People’s History of the United
States: Abridged Teaching Edition (New Press People’s History) A People’s History of the United
States: American Beginnings to Reconstruction (New Press People’s History) Nuclear Weapons of

the United States: An lllustrated History (Schiffer Military History) United States History: Early Years:


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/BYjQx/cartoon-history-of-the-united-states-cartoon-guide-series.pdf?r=uG7hyPI%2F1AZxgbzA%2FBjuwIEGvIMdOnRG%2BYcaBigMSHNKInAAPVERtF9jowghDPmE

Grade 5, History-Social Science California An American Genocide: The United States and the
California Indian Catastrophe, 1846-1873 (The Lamar Series in Western History) A Young People’s
History of the United States: Columbus to the War on Terror (For Young People Series) A History of
Folk Music Festivals in the United States: Feasts of Musical Celebration (American Folk Music and
Musicians Series) Wildflowers in the Field and Forest: A Field Guide to the Northeastern United
States (Jeffrey Glassberg Field Guide Series) United States Coloring Book (Dover History Coloring
Book)

Dmeca


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

